
In partnership with parents and community, S. R. Butler High School is committed to providing opportunities which 
foster high academic standards and encourage lifelong learning.   We strive to empower students to reach their 

potential as responsible and productive members of society.  

Dear Parents and Guardians of 
Butler High School: 

 

Welcome 
 to the 2009-2010 school year!  We are off to 
a terrific start and we are excited about all 
that continues to evolve and improve here at 
Butler High School.  We have added four new 
teachers to our staff and they bring energy, 
enthusiasm and some new ideas to our school. 

 We need your help and assistance to 
emphasize the importance of regular atten-
dance at school and monitoring the academic 
progress of your child on a regular basis!   
Improving our reading scores remains a top 
priority.  Please encourage your child to read, 
read, read!  Too much time is often spent 
watching television or playing video games 
and not enough time spent on homework or 
just reading a book!  We have become an ARI
-PALS school and all of our teachers have 
received training on the implementation of 
strategies to help engage our students in 
learning and to apply various techniques to 
help them to read in each content area.  We 
also have a literacy coach on our staff and she 
is working with our staff on using these strate-
gies in their classes.  All teachers are required 
to turn in weekly lesson plans that document 
the use of these strategies.  (Please see the 
literacy coachõs  article on page 3)  Research 
has proven that when students are engaged in 
learning, their academic performance in-
creases. 

 

 We implemented a 9th grade acad-
emy last year to support the smooth transition 
of our incoming freshman from middle school 
to the high school environment.  Regular and 
frequent monitoring of student progress is the 
key to success.  Administrators are visiting 
classrooms on a regular basis.  I cannot em-
phasize enough the importance of education 
and focusing on teaching and learning within 
the classroom.  We need to remain partners 
with you as parents to ensure that students 
understand their responsibility for taking their 
education seriously! 

 As a part of our Title I CIP 
(Continuous Improvement Plan), we have a 
parent coordinator on site 10 hours/week.  
She will offer periodic workshops for parents 
so please take advantage of these workshops. 

 Itõs hard to believe that November is 
here already!  Winter is right around the cor-
ner.  Please encourage your son or daughter 
to take advantage of the SES tutoring which is 
now available after school and on Saturdayõs.  
The next administration of the AHSGE will 
take place in December.  (See schedule on 
page 4)  Assistance is available in reading and 
in mathematics.  Transportation home will be 
provided. 

 I look forward to the remainder of 
our school year and continuing to make But-
ler High School the best that it has ever been.      

 

 Jacqueline P. Wyse,  

 Principal 

FROM  THE PRINCIPALõS D ESK 

NOV, 2009-JAN, 2010 S.R. BUTLER HIGH NEWS 

S.R. BUTLER H IGH  N EWS 

 

IN  THIS ISSUE  

PRINCIPALõS  

D ESK 

1 

LITERACY COACH  3 

PROGRESS RE-

PORT SCHEDULE 

4 

GRADUATION  

COACH  

5 

9TH  GRADE 

ACADEMY 

BUTLER THEATRE 

6 

 

6 

 TO  SAG? 

GREENHOUSE 

7 

7 

 

N OV . CALENDAR 

D EC. CALENDAR 

JAN . CALENDAR 

8 

9 

11 

THE ROCK  

ROCKS! 

10 

IS THERE NO  RE-

BEL PRIDE? 

BK 



Check your local listing for 
the T-Mobile  

ClassicñDec. 29 

Brought to you by  

Comcast Cable! 

PAGE 2 S.R. BUTLER H IGH  N EWS 



I NSTRUCTIONAL  PRACTICES AND   
M ISCONCEPTIONS 

PAGE 3 S.R. BUTLER H IGH  N EWS 

I  
nstructional Practices 
are the norms of stra-
tegic teaching.  They 
are not a part of stra-

tegic teaching, but they are 
everyday elements of instruc-
tion according to ARI 
(Alabama Reading Initiative).  
For example, students should 
be TWIRL-ing everyday, 
which is T-alking, W-riting,  
I-nvestigating, R-eading, and 
L-istening.  When walk 
throughs are scheduled, ob-
servers would like to see 
students actively engaged in 
their work.  The only way 
observers can tell that this is 
happening is by looking for 
signs of TWIRL.  Again, this 
is totally separate from stra-

tegic teaching.  Now, there has 
been some speculation about 
grouping students together.  
This is not completely neces-
sary.  If you are comfortable 
with groups, then this is an 
excellent technique to use in 
the classroom.  However, if 
you have one of those classes 
that are just not conducive to 
groups, then please just let 
those classes work in pairs. (I 
have that statement in writing 
from our Regional Coach.)   
     I also want to commend the 
teachers at Butler High School 
for making a really difficult job 
so much more enjoyable.  I see 
that many teachers have em-
braced using the ICE-method 
for open-ended questions, and 

to me, we really seem to be 
giving strategic teaching a fair 
shot.  Although we know that 
this method is not going to 
reinvent the wheel,  we are 
attempting to change beliefs 
that we have held about tradi-
tional teaching methods, to 
incorporate this new method 
into our teaching, and I think 
that is marvelous.  Although, 
one teacher pointed out that 
we donõt get many accolades 
for what we are doing right, I 
just wanted to say that I feel 
blessed for being able to work 
with such a competant staff 
that is diligent, agreeable, and 
understanding.   

      

F 
or those of you that 
wondered about the 
connection between 

strategic teaching and data, 
this part of the newsletter is 
for you. (For those of you 
that did not, WHATEVER!)  

     ThinkLink data provides 
the WHAT of instruction: 
what skills should be empha-
sized and incorporated along 
with the content area needs 
of our students, and which 
students need extra support 
and time for learning.  Stra-
tegic teaching is the HOW: 
how these skills can be 
taught and learned, how to 

use the Course of Study in 
our individual content areas 
to support the targeted skills, 
how to work with character-
istics of adolescent learners, 
and how to create independ-
ent learners and excel on 
ARMT/SAT.  
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Instructional Practices and misconceptions 
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memory permanent.  The staff will be 
happy to design your ad, too!  Ads are 
available for purchase in the yearbook at 
a variety of levels: 

Y 
earbooks are available 
for purchase.  The price is 
$50.00 per book. (add $5.00 

for imprinted name)  Due to the low 
number of pre-paid orders, only 100 
yearbooks will be available for sale this 
year.  If you are interested in securing 
your memories, please bring your 
money (check made out to Butler High 
School) to Mr. Owens as soon as you 
can.                

                The yearbook staff is offering 
an opportunity for parents, guardians, 
family members to show their support 
for Butler High while making a lasting 

Full-page adéééééé.$175.00 

Half-page adééééé....$125.00 

Quarter page adéééé...$100.00 

 Please send and pictures, po-
ems or messages with the size ad desired 
along with payment to Butler High 
School Yearbook to any member of the 
yearbook staff.  Please see Mr. Owens 
for a form so placement in the yearbook 

will be correct.    The deadline for 
ads- November 24, 2009! 

 
 

Alabama High School 
Graduation Exam: 

 

Dates for the AHSGE in December are: 

Monday, Dec. 7ñReading 

Tuesday, Dec. 8ñLanguage 

Wednesday, Dec. 9ñSocial Studies 

Thursday, Dec. 10ñScience  

Friday, Dec. 11ñMathematics 

Test Dates: 
SAT- Dec. 5 Deadline: Nov. 4 

ACT- Dec. 12  Nov. 6 

 Feb. 6  Jan. 5 
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BUY  YEARBOOKS NOW ; BUY AN  AD   

SENIORS: COME 

AND  SEE THE 

SCHOLARSHIP 

INFORMATION  

MS. SMITH  HAS 

AVAILABLE FOR 

YOU    

 

T AKE CARE OF 

YOUR  FUTURE! 

2009 -10  PROGRESS REPORT & R EPORT CARD SCHEDULE 

Term Date Begins Date Ends Progress Report Issued 

First 9-wks August 10, 2009 October 16, 2009 Sept. (Open House!) 

Second 9-weeks October 19, 2009 December 22, 2009 Nov. 20, 2009 

Final Exams (semester 1) December 18-22, 2009  Report Card issued Jan. 8, 2010 

Fall Block Ends December 22, 2009 
Third 9-wks January 6, 2010 March 12, 2010 February  11 

Fourth 9-wks March 22, 2010 May 26, 2010 April  23 

Final Exams (semester 2) May 24-26, 2010  Report Card Issued May 27ñ1:00PM 


